



DENBIGHSHIRE LOCAL ACCESS FORUM

Minutes of the Denbighshire Local Access Forum held at the Wellington Community Centre, Rhyl, Friday 22nd October 2010 at 11.00am 

PRESENT

Chrissie Mays (CM), Kay Culhane (KC), Peter Scarll (PS), Chris Marshall (C M2) Antoni Vitti (VT), Ron Williams (RW), Shelagh Roberts (SR), Edwina Heart (EH), Merfyn Parry (MP), 
ALSO PRESENT

Adrian Walls (DCC Rights of Way Officer and Secretary to the Forum) (AW), Howard Sutcliffe (AONB and Countryside Officer) (HS) Toni Proffitt (Access Officer) (TP) Helen Mrowiec (Senior Recreational Officer) (HM). 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

J Bradshaw  


2. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Introductions were given by each person around the table. 

AW- Rights of Way Manager his task is to keep all Highways free from obstructions, Manage the Definitive Map Improve the network for users. 
HM- Senior Recreational Officer, the post officially starts on 1st November but work has already started. The role is the replacement of the previous Access Warden but is to manage the Access Officer and the Walking Development Officer as well as managing the Cycling Centre of Excellence.  
HS- Denbighshire Countryside Warden Services, the AONB and proposed extension, and developing and maintain enhanced network of the hierarchies of recreational routes. 
KC- Previous member of DLAF, involved with CCW for the Berwyn Pilot Project. A good knowledge of Denbighshire ROW via foot, involved with a walking holiday business in the south of Denbighshire. A keen road cyclist and has a knowledge of disabled issues. 
PS- Previous member of DLAF, a keen walker in Denbighshire and Flintshire an active member of Dyserth Field Group organising walks, previous Treasurer/ President and is involved with Prestatyn Walking Festival. 

CM2- Previous member of DLAF, a retired Chemist. A sound access knowledge of routes in Denbighshire through walking and cycling routes on recreationally and competition. Would like to see what is on maps is reflected on the ground. 

CM- New member to the DLAF, A keen horse rider and the Voluntary BHS Denbighshire Access and Rights of Way Officer. She is also is the Riding and Road Safety Officer for the Flint and Denbigh Pony Club, and has a good knowledge of bridleways on the Clwydians and would like to see improvements. 
SR- Previous member of DLAF, lives in Llangollen a hotspot for Access, is representing the local Landowners in the area. 

AV- A new member of the DLAF works for North Wales Tourism which is contracted to Rhyl Tourist Information Centre to provide information to locals and visitors to the area. Is also a keen walker in own time. 
RW- Denbighshire Footpath Officer for the Ramblers Association deals with complaints and consultation with Denbighshire County Council. 

MP- a member of Llandyrnog Community Council has an interest in Access but also keeping the balance for Landowners and Farmers within the County. 

AW- gave an overview of the members that were not present at the meeting 

Simon Miller- Regional Manager for UPM Tillhill, the former Shotton Paper. UPM Tillhill owns the Llandegla forestry where there is the Mountain Biking Centre which is looking to develop further free Access to the forestry as well as other sites within Denbighshire. UPM are keen on developing access within the woodlands as events can generate enough money to cover the Management Costs for the year. 

Johnny Bradshaw- A member of the Country Landowners Association (CLA) owns a traditional estate in Carrog, Corwen. 

Hugh Crosswood- is a keen motor biker and lives in the South of Denbighshire. 

Prospective Members are:
Marian Davies- Farmers Union of Wales, has and understanding and an overall view of the farming industry. 
Jeanette Mitchell- A former member of the DLAF owns fishing/ horse riding/ tourism business in Llanarmon yn Ial. 
2. 
Election of Chair and Vice Chairperson  
A secret ballot was carried out for the election of Vice Chairperson. The only nomination for this position was Ron Williams, who was voted in. No one was willing to stand for Chair, a final plea to be sent to the absent members asking if they wish to stand. (Action TP) AW raised the issue of the potential to merge with Conwy East LAF; EH raised the concern of the monitoring of the ROWIP, AW stated that the ROWIP monitoring was being looked into as part of the Regional Transport Plan (RTP). 
3. Site Visit to Horton's Nose 
The members walked to Horton's Nose to look at the Coastal Access works that have been carried out. 

4. Break for Lunch
5. Minutes of Last meeting/ Matters arising 

TP circulated a Beach Riding Paper and explained the issues and the limitations with Horse Riding on the beach in Denbighshire. 

Cross Boarder working is to be added to next meetings Agenda (Action TP) 
6. Rights of Way Improvement Plan update (ROWIP)

AW updated the Forum on the Llangollen, Bala potential cycling route. A feasibility study is currently being carried out. The current Llangollen Corwen railway has the potential to house a route as there is enough land alongside the track that will not affect the Health and Safety of the track. 
Gwynedd CC are keen on the project and two large estates that back onto the track are supportive of the project fact they can see outdoor recreation opportunities. As part of the project Bridleways in the Denbighshire side will be developed in order to feed into the potential route. There are no bridleways in the local area on the Gwynedd side so would give horse riders in the area new opportunities. 

The project currently ticks boxes, but due to the economic climate there may not be funding in the future for the project but Gwynedd CC, the Landowners and the Railways are keen on the project. 

TP updated the Forum on the development of the Llanynys and Denbigh Community Miles Project, which is progressing. 

AW stated there is funding available to run a lost ways course, if there is a desire from the Forum to run another course, but it must be spent by February. 

Extra signposts are being installed on Footpath and bridleways as well as signposting all 34 Byways, which before have not been signposted. It is to save confusion over where people are able to access by different means. 

7. Cycling Centre of Excellence Presentation                                                    

HM gave a presentation of the Cycling Centre of Excellence, a project which was developed by HS and AW. The aim of the project is to develop World Class Tourism Facilities in Wales as part of the vision of Visit Wales. Visit Wales has a total of £16 million to develop Tourism in Wales of which this project is receiving £1million. The project is divided into 3 areas:

7.1 
Facilities 
To improve facilities at Llandegla such as extending the Café, 
building new showrooms and offices as well as providing all season parking. The Brenig is to have new and improved visitor facilities. There is currently a redundant building in Betws Y Coed which will become a hub of countryside activity within the town. These improvements are subject to Planning Permission. Currently at the Alwen there is redundant building which will potentially provide accommodation for groups, a hostel type facility. The above facilities will be a public/ private sector partnership.

7.2 Routes 
Routes within the Llandegla, Llangollen, Corwen and Dee Valley will be improved as part of the project to link the centres together. Concerns were raised over the works to be carried out to ensure that all users can use the routes. The project is cycling based but as cyclists don’t have a right on their own it is the bridleways that will be improved and will benefit horse riders and walkers as well. Research has been carried out and horses riding based projects have previously failed due to the lack of support for them. A new route out of Llandegla Forest is proposed as part of the project, this is subject to permission off Wynnstay Estate as well as CCW as the land is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) the routes will be suitable for all but in keeping with the natural surroundings to reduce the impact both visually and environmentally. 

7.3 Marketing/ Branding 
The marketing and branding part of the project is to raise awareness of the facilities provided with the project to help extend visitors stay or encourage more people to visit for longer and to encourage secondary spending. 


The benefits to the project include: 

· Improved quality of routes in the area

· Increased quality of services within the area

· Keep visitors for longer

· Extend the tourism season 

· Improve peoples health 

· Improve public/private partnerships.

In order for the project to work Visit Wales asked Denbighshire and Conwy to work together on the project so the project area is extended. Conwy is to employ a consultant to deliver Conwy’s side of the project rather than employ a member of staff, but Denbighshire County Council will be leading on grant funding and the administration of the project. 

8. Glastir update

The second stage of the Glastir consultation is to identify where new permissive Access should be. A sub committee is to meet on 4th November 2010 to discuss the locations that are beneficial, guidance for choosing these areas were handed out as part of the consultation paper in the first stage. There maybe less uptake of the Glastir Scheme due to restrictions in other areas of the scheme which farmers feel are less beneficial to them. 
9. 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) Proposed Extension

The proposed extension of the AONB is part of a fourteen year plan. The main benefits to the area becoming part of the AONB are the Sustainable Development Fund (SDF) which provides a grant scheme for local schools and communities in the AONB. It also provides funding for environmental projects such as hedge laying and renewal energy projects. There has been much consultation in the area with the various regional and national bodies and there are currently public consultation events taking place for anyone to attend. 
It is felt that protected areas are less likely to get cut due to the government wanting to ensure protected areas are protected. Due to Governmental deadlines an outcome for the proposed extension is hoped to be by March 2011. Issues have been raised by Landowners with the restrictions of the AONB such as gaining planning permission but the benefits are to help all. MP said that he hasn’t heard any negative thoughts over farms being in the AONB. Access will benefit as there is usually more resources to provide access projects and as the area increases in popularity further funding will provide better, controlled access. 
The Forum unanimously supported the proposed extension. 

10. Heather and Hillforts update

A presentation was given to show the access projects that have taken place as part of the project. These included the floating steps on Moel Fenlli these steps are not fixed to the hillfort thus reducing the impact on the monument. Other projects include an audio trail where people can either phone a number as they are walking up Moel Famau or download onto an mp3 player.  The project has been running for three years and has just secured funding for a further two years from the Heritage Lottery Fund of which will be for specific areas of work. 
11. Any Other Business 

Planning System in Wales 

Concern over the planning forms in Wales was raised, before 1994 rights of way would only be sent to the Highway Authority if the subject was forty metres from a Right of Way. Now in Denbighshire County Council the proposed subject is plotted on an electronic map of which there are several layers which will detect if the subject affects a Right of Way. Many of the problems rose over planning and Rights of Way have been a result of pre 1994 planning regulations. AW confirmed that the issues are not going to change just from changing a section on a form. 
RW provided guidance that Powys CC provides for developers with regard Rights of Way. DCC also has the guidance and this guidance is available for all. Concern is not only for sheep sheds on Rights of Way but also housing developments as paths may not be as attractive as they use to be. 

Railway Crossing

British Railway have sent out guidance and are exempt from providing access for all, due to the high number of accidents caused on railways providing easier access for people to use is what they are going away from as they feel that if people are not capable to cross using a ladder stile for example then they shouldn’t use the crossing in case there are unable to move fast enough out of the way of a train. 

12. Date of next meeting 

4th February 2011

7th April 2011 

Meeting closed 3.30pm 
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